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Stiles and myself were speakers. I recounted
the outrages on McKinney and had the shirt
with me. I waved it before the crowds and
bellowed: 'Under this bloody shirt we propose
to march to victory'. I was a very young man
in those days.'' The effect of such a statement
upon an audience gathered together in south-
ern Iowa during those years requires no
elaboration. For nearly twenty years after the
Civil War "the bloody shirt" was regularly
waved in each campaign, and it rarely failed to
gain votes for the Republicans.19

It was during these years of preparation for
his work in life that Weaver married Miss
Clara Vinson, a native of St. Mary's, Ohio, who
had been teaching school at Keosauqua and
whom he met while he was clerking at Bona-
parte. Courtship in those pioneer days meant
the fording of streams and tramping through
the woods. On one occasion young Weaver
undertook to make the trip from Bloomfield to
Keosauqua; and when he got to Pittsburg he
found the Des Moines River "a seething tor-
rent, the ice was breaking up and the river was
full of huge cakes, grinding and rocking and
almost prohibiting passage. I .... got a
long pole. With the aid of this, I jumped from
one cake to another until I reached the opposite
shore.'' They were married on July 13,1858, at
Keosauqua by Rev. Miltiades Miller.20